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and devoted themselves to amusement, and that the
officials generally endeavoured to enrich themselves by
extortion and injustice, by which means also they entirely
alienated the natives from Portuguese rule. In the ser-
vices, also, merit no longer secured promotion, which was
given only to those who, by flattery, secured the good will
of the Governor.

There can be no doubt but that during the sixty years
of Spanish dominion the interests of Portugal were en-
tirely sacrificed to those of Spain, and the Indian trade
wras only looked upon as a means of supplying the latter
with funds for carrying out her designs in Europe, so that
not only were the Portuguese Indian possessions made to
contribute towards the cost of Spanish expeditions in the
West, but their resources were applied to a cause which
resulted in the dispatch of expeditions to the East by
European enemies of Spain, who competed with her for
the possession of that trade, the resources of which had
been so long and unscrupulously employed against them.
Thus, on the restoration, when Portugal again enjoyed
her freedom, the conditions of her Eastern enterprises
were entirely changed; the Indian trade was ruined; the
enemies which Spain had raised up in the East refused to
be satisfied, or to declare peace without full compensation
for past injuries, and the cause of Portugal in India was
altogether crushed beyond all hope of future recovery.
It is, however, an undoubted fact that she failed to profit
by the experiences of the past, and followed a course in
India directly opposed to her best interests.

In a despatch of the 19th December, 3729, the Viceroy,
Joao de Saldanha da Gama, observed that the ruin of
India was visibly owing to the want of commerce, a want